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Join Augustin, Alex, Lisa and the whole ArkeoTopia team to discover additional resources
for step 3 in My Archaeology Book about how to seek funding for archaeological research.

Step 3 – Seeking Funding for Archaeological Research

Corresponding pages in MAB1 and MAB2

MAB 1, p. 13 (step 2, p. 7 in the 1st edition) and MAB 2, pp. 16-17

More about this step’s reference artifact

The drawing in My Archaeology Book titled Fundraising shows a parade of supporters
campaigning for archaeological research. Whether conducted by professionals or volunteers,
fund seeking is a necessary part of what makes archaeological research possible.

Some money is needed in order to finance the steps previously
outlined in My Archaeology Book. A full research program, however, including excavation,
analyses, and publication, requires even more funds.

Even if one has their own funds, it is important to understand that not everyone can launch an
archaeological research program. Depending on the country, a degree and/or license is
required. In order to launch an archaeological research program one must have either field
experience that is recognized by peers or a PhD in archaeology, as well as the necessary on-
site permits to do the work. Check out the State of Washington's permit requirements in the US,
for example. Once a permit has been acquired, one still needs to find the money to fund the
field research program.

Here’s an example to demonstrate the costs related to an archaeological research program
and the potential for funding. Proving that there were at one time humans present on-site at an
excavation takes time and cannot be done in a matter of days. Time and a trained staff are
needed, but skilled workers are expensive. In France, taxes provide the main source of
funding for archaeological research, especially for what is known as rescue archaeology,
where there is a development project that follows the excavation. There are 4 French
governmental departments that fund archaeological research using income taxes: the Ministry
of Culture, the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Higher Education,
Research and Innovation, and the Ministry of the Interior.
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/23/Chantier_de_fouilles_%C3%A0_Villeneuve_d%27Ascq_en_Fevrier_2017_%2811%29.JPG/1024px-Chantier_de_fouilles_%C3%A0_Villeneuve_d%27Ascq_en_Fevrier_2017_%2811%29.JPG
https://dahp.wa.gov/archaeology/archaeological-permitting
http://www.phoca.cz/phocapdf
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There is a specific fund allocated to rescue archaeology projects in
France: the National Fund for Rescue Archaeology. Financing for this fund is collected through
a fee that is applied to all construction projects. Everyone participates in the funding: whether it
be an individual renovating their attic or a land developer building a large commercial structure,
all construction projects are subject to fees for rescue archaeology.

In terms of research archaeology, the largest funding source for missions abroad is the research
grant for archaeological missions provided by the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs.

Other funding is available through:

Local and regional authorities (financement des collectivités territoriales) funded using
local taxes
Agencies dedicated to funding research. In France, the main agency for research
funding is the Agence Nationale de la Recherche (National Agency for Research).
Sponsorships from companies, foundations, and associations
Crowdfunding through several platforms; one of the most well known in France is
Dartagnans, dedicated to the preservation of patrimony, art and culture
And other alternatives like private funds, micro-financing, etc.
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/91/Scheck%C3%BCbergabe_F%C3%B6rderverein_zum_f%C3%BCnften_Jahrestag_des_Einsturzes-1019.jpg/1024px-Scheck%C3%BCbergabe_F%C3%B6rderverein_zum_f%C3%BCnften_Jahrestag_des_Einsturzes-1019.jpg
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allocation_de_recherche
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allocation_de_recherche
images/stories/Credits/logo-anr-large.png
https://www.persee.fr/doc/nda_0242-7702_1987_num_29_1_1811
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Funding_of_science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agence_nationale_de_la_recherche
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sponsor_(commercial)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crowdfunding
https://dartagnans.fr/en/home/index
http://www.phoca.cz/phocapdf
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Every major step in an archaeological operation (survey, test trench,
excavation or experimentation) has its own associated costs and thus requires its own budget.
The costs differ depending on the mission. Moreover, every mission also entails data
acquisition, analysis and publication, and all of these steps require qualified people and
specific equipment.

The average cost of a small excavation is around 56 000 $, not including the cost of data
analysis and publication. One archaeological survey cost proposal is thus not surprising,
estimating a cost of 15 000 $ (including taxes) for an archaeological testing in 2011.

The drawing for My Archaeology Book does not accurately represent present day practices in
fundraising for archaeological research. It does, however, introduce the oft-forgotten notion of
project financing in a fun way that highlights its importance in advancing our knowledge of
history.

Clues

The 5 clues include:

1. The urn to collect money from contributors
2. Lisa the archaeologist asking for donations to help fund archaeological research
3. Alex at the head of the procession holding a sign reading “Vive l’archéologie” (“long

live archaeology”)
4. The band, to add a celebratory spirit to the event
5. Musculus the mouse and Ratiche the rat dancing

Step 2.6 - Location
Finding by InventoryingMy Archaeology Book
Resources HomepageStep 4 - Authorizations
Permits
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images/stories/Services/Boutique/MCA_3-Trouver-de-l-argent-Coul.jpg
https://www.gardencityny.net/vertical/sites/%7B82C80390-C4CA-486E-AA10-408538E064A1%7D/uploads/Appendix_N_Archaeological_Survey_Cost_Proposal.pdf
index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=572:inventorying-cultural-heritage-a-wonderful-tool-for-archaeologists&catid=97&lang=en-GB
index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=572:inventorying-cultural-heritage-a-wonderful-tool-for-archaeologists&catid=97&lang=en-GB
index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=358:pedagogy-additional-resources-for-my-archaeology-book&catid=97&lang=en-GB#resources
index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=358:pedagogy-additional-resources-for-my-archaeology-book&catid=97&lang=en-GB#resources
index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=562:who-is-authorized-to-do-archaeological-fieldwork-in-france&catid=97&lang=en-GB
index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=562:who-is-authorized-to-do-archaeological-fieldwork-in-france&catid=97&lang=en-GB
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